
Regulatory Responsibilities of the Building Principal 

 

 

Chapter 71 Section 38Q1/2. A school district shall adopt and implement a curriculum accommodation 

plan to assist principals in ensuring that all efforts have been made to meet students' needs in regular 

education. The plan shall be designed to assist the regular classroom teacher in analyzing and 

accommodating diverse learning styles of all children in the regular classroom and in providing 

appropriate services and support within the regular education program including, but not limited to, direct 

and systematic instruction in reading and provision of services to address the needs of children whose 

behavior may interfere with learning, or who do not qualify for special education services under chapter 

71B. The curriculum accommodation plan shall include provisions encouraging teacher mentoring and 

collaboration and parental involvement. 

 

 

M.G.L. c. 71B, § 2: Prior to referral of a school age child for evaluation under the provisions of this 

chapter, the principal of the child's school shall ensure that all efforts have been made to meet such child's 

needs within the regular education program. Such efforts may include, but not be limited to: modifying 

the regular education program, the curriculum, teaching strategies, reading instruction, environments or 

materials, the use of support services, the use of consultative services and building-based student and 

teacher support and assistance teams to meet the child's needs in the regular education classroom. Such 

efforts and their results shall be documented and placed in the child's school record but they shall not be 

construed to limit or condition the right to refer a school age child for an evaluation under the provisions 

of this chapter. The principal of each school shall implement the district's curriculum accommodation 

plan created under section 38Q.5 of chapter 71 in developing strategies for serving children with diverse 

learning styles within the regular classroom. The principal of each school may designate one professional 

staff person in the curriculum accommodation plan required in said section 38Q.5 of chapter 71 to 

coordinate services, support and resources designed to meet each child's needs within regular education. 

 

603 CMR 28:03 Responsibilities of the School Principal. 

(a) Instructional support. The principal shall implement the plan developed and adopted by the 

district to ensure that efforts have been made or will be made to meet the needs of diverse 

learners in the general education program. As part of his/her responsibilities, the principal shall 

promote instructional practices responsive to student needs and shall ensure that adequate 

instructional support is available for students and teachers. Instructional support shall include 

remedial instruction for students, consultative services for teachers, availability of reading 

instruction at the elementary level, appropriate services for linguistic minority students, and other 

services consistent with effective educational practices and the requirements of M.G.L. c. 71B, § 

2. The principal may consult with the Administrator of Special Education regarding 

accommodations and interventions for students. Such efforts and their results shall be 

documented and placed in the student record. Additionally, if an individual student is referred for 

an evaluation to determine eligibility for special education, the principal shall ensure that 

documentation on the use of instructional support services for the student is provided as part of 

the evaluation information reviewed by the Team when determining eligibility. 



(b)  Coordination with special education. The principal with the assistance of the Administrator of 

Special Education shall coordinate the delivery and supervision of special education services 

within each school building. 

(c) Educational services in home or hospital. Upon receipt of a physician's written order verifying 

that any student enrolled in a public school or placed by the public school in a private setting 

must remain at home or in a hospital on a day or overnight basis, or any combination of both, for 

medical reasons and for a period of not less than fourteen school days in any school year, the 

principal shall arrange for provision of educational services in the home or hospital. Such services 

shall be provided with sufficient frequency to allow the student to continue his or her educational 

program, as long as such services do not interfere with the medical needs of the student. The 

principal shall coordinate such services with the Administrator of Special Education for eligible 

students. Such educational services shall not be considered special education unless the student 

has been determined eligible for such services, and the services include services on the student's 

IEP. 

 

 

 


